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I attended the Spring Leadership Conference February 25-27, 2016, in Louisville, KY.  At the 

Leadership Conference I actively participated in the NSSAR Veterans Recognition Committee 

meeting as a member of that national committee and attended other Committee meetings relevant 

to the CTSSAR. 

 

The Veterans Recognition Committee reviewed the new form for requesting a Certificate of 

Patriotism.  This new “survey form” incorporates all the various “Veteran Corps”, i.e., WWII, 

Korea, Vietnam, Gulf War, Iraq, Afghanistan, Cold War, and Special Operations recognized to 

date.  This form is available at http://www.VetCorps.Info/.   All Branch Presidents, Secretaries, 

and Registrars should take personal responsibility to inquire their current membership and new 

members about their military service and submit the Survey Form if applicable.  Additionally, 

the State Society also recognizes our Veterans with a Certificate of Military Service.  If you have 

any questions please feel free to contact me.  Remember each Branch should double their efforts 

to ensure every eligible member receives either the SAR Military Service Medal or the SAR War 

Service Medal as appropriate. 

 

In a departure from previous meetings and in light of the amount of business to be conducted, the 

Trustee’s first met Thursday afternoon.  Committee meetings followed on Friday. 

 

At the SAR Trustee meeting on Saturday, the development and implementation of a 

Genealogical Research System (GRS) was set as the third most important priority for 

implementation, and that the museum has been set as the fifth most important.  The 

Implementation Committee, Strategic Planning Committee, Executive Committee, and Trustees 

each agreed to set an order of priority for fundraising and implementation, as follows:  (1) reduce 

the debt of $1,238,715.47 by paying $500,000 immediately, and the remainder of the debt as 

soon as possible, (2) implement Branding for SAR ($0 to quite minimal costs), (3) digitize 

Record Copies and genealogical proof documents necessary for development of a Genealogical 

Research System similar to the one used by DAR ($50,000 to $250,000), (4) complete 

construction of the Headquarters second floor ($1 million to $1.3 million), and (5) design and 

construction of an interpretative gallery for outreach education designed by SolidLight 

($7,751,000). 

 

http://www.vetcorps.info/


Plans are already adopted for the building and outreach education fundraising. We will also raise 

funds for developing the GRS.  Details will be released at a later date about how members, the 

Branch, or CTSSAR may donate to make the GRS a reality. 

 

During the Trustee meeting, we were additionally briefed the SAR is investigating the possibility 

of partnering with FamilySearch.org, as well as other options, to scan, organize, and index our 

genealogical proof documents.  We also learned that development of the GRS module is a high 

priority set by the Information Technology (IT) Committee to be developed as soon as funding is 

available.  It is important that development of the GRS module and digitation of the genealogical 

records are coordinated so that implementation of the GRS system will be efficiently executed. 

 

I plan to attend the Congress in Boston July 2016, as well as the Leadership Conference in 

September 2016. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

/s/ 

 

Kenneth Duane Roach 

 

National Trustee, CTSSAR 

Past President, CTSSAR 


